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The Param Vir Chqkra Awardees of the
1947-48 Jammu & Kashmir Operations

=

—

Major Somnath Sharma,
PVC (Posthumous)
Kumaon Regiment,

3 November 1947.
Badgam

Second Lieutenant
Rama Raghoba Rane, PVC
Bombay Sappers,

8 April 1948.
Nowshera.

Naik Jadunath Singh,
PVC (Posthumous)
Rajput Regiment,
6 February 1948,
Nowshera.

Company Havildar
Maij Piru Singh, PVC (Posthumous)
Rajputana Rifles,
17 July 1948,
Tithwal.

Lance Naik Karam Singh, PVC
Sikh Regiment,
13 October 1948.
Tithwal,




The Jammu & Kashmir
Operations in 1947 - 48 were the first
victorious campaign of the Indian
Armed Forces after Independence.
When I look at the macro picture, I am
amazed as well as proud at the scale of
the victory. With their backs to the wall,
with thousands of Pakistani irregulars
at the gates of Srinagar, the Indian
Armed Forces landed in the nick of
time — and stood like an unassailable
rock in front of the Pakistani
marauders. Major Somnath Sharma of
the 4th Battalion of the Kumaon
Regiment would posthumously win the
first Param Vir Chakra in these initial
battles near the airfield. We tenaciously
fought back, making the raiders flee,
and from that one foothold, we
expanded outwards, beyond the
Kashmir valley, to the outlying regions,
securing the Poonch-Rajouri region, the
Kargil-Ladakh frontiers, and across the
Shamsabari range to Tithwal and
beyond.

There were some epic battles.
Zojila was a very tough nut to crack.
Poonch remained under siege for a year
with air maintenance sustaining the
forces therein. Nowshera and Jhangar
saw fierce and violent attacks, and
greater combat power and force levels
were applied to recapture Jhangar. The
Tangdhar — Tithwal Sector also saw

some ferocious fighting, Several attacks
were launched by the Pakistanis, but the
Indian soldier stood strong and
resilient. Leh and Ladakh too remained
isolated, defended by a garrison of
about 800 regulars and Militia
volunteers against an estimated 4000
Pakistani Raiders — who could not
make much headway along the Shyok
and Indus River valleys.

My own unit, the 2/8 Gorkha
Rifles was the primary combat force in
Leh — Ladakh, and Lieutenant Colonel
HS Parab, our first Indian
Commanding Officer was appointed
the Military Governor in Leh. His
ingenuous application of offensive
defence ensured that the Pakistani
Forces could not progress operations
towards Leh. One of the Company
Commanders, Major Hari Chand would
win the Mahavir Chakra for his
gallantry in these operations.

(Left) Maj Somnath Sharma, PV'C (Posthumons)
(Right) Maj Hari Chand, M1'C

Many heroes emerged in these
battles — Brigadier Mohammed
Usman, MVC, Lieutenant Colonel
Dewan Ranjit Rai, MVC, Naik
Jadunath Singh, PVC, Lance Naik
Karam Singh, PVC, CHM Piru Singh,
PVC, 2nd Lieutenant RR Rane, PVC,
to name a few. Military leaders who led
the campaign and broke through the
enemy resistance in difficult
circumstances included Maj Gen K S
Thimayya and Brigadier Harbakhsh
Singh. Air Commodore Mehar Singh,
the intrepid and daredevil pilot showed
the way from the skies as he landed
and bombed wherever necessary. In
fact, he converted every impossible
landing to landing executed!

The phenomenal gallantry,
fortitude and resilience displayed by
the Indian Army and Indian Air Force
deserves to be brought forth, and
hence we have strung together these
battles of 1947 - 48 for our readers.

May I take this opportunity to
also thank the readers for the
“Thumbs Up” that you have given to
our last issue on “Titans from the
Military Arena”. I have received
excellent reviews on our compilation.
I am sure the readers will find this
issue as interesting as our previous
issues.

HE N
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Rajinder Leads the
First Responders

by Maj Gen G S Jamwal (Retd) U 8

Brigadier Rajinder Singh, MVC and a
small band of State Forces soldiers fought
spiritedly against the Pakistani raiders who

were heading towards Srinagar.
— The Sher of Baramulla ] 3
by Lt Gen | 8 Sandbu (Retd)
Magbool Sherwani led many volunteers
in Baramulla, who formed a Militia to face

the Pakistani invaders; his valour and
example is vividly remembered.

16

The Battle of Shalateng was the most
decisive battle which foiled the Pakistani

attempt to take Srinagar.
Treachery and Intrigue in Gilgit 2 0
by Col Ajay Raina (Retd)

An account of how the British
orchestrated a coup d’etat in Gilgit —
Bunji, and facilitated the merger of Gilgit
into Pakistan.

20

Usman's valour, courage and tenacity,
against fearful odds, is exemplary; his
deeds are now part of the legend of
Nowshera and Jhangar.

Magbool Sherwani

The Tide Turns at Shalateng
by Lt Gen | S Sandhn (Retd)

Brigadier
Mohammed Usman, MVC
by Maj Gen Vinay Kumar Singh (Retd)
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First Boots in Ladakh
— The LEHDETT

by Lt Gen Baljit Singh (Retd)

Race to Rajouri
— April 1948

by Col Bhaskar Sarkar (Retd) 4 ]

36

As winter froze movement across the
Great Himalayan Range, a few bold
men crossed the formidable, snow
covered Zojila in February 1948 to
reach and save Kargil and Ladakh.

Rajouri was a vital town to the West of
the Pir Panjal Range where the Pakistani
raiders had committed dastardly
atrocities. The actions to secure Rajouri
are covered in this narrative.



Thrust
to Tithwal
by Col H P Singh (Retd)

A vivid description of the Battle of
Tithwal, one of the fiercest and
longest battles fought during the
Indo-Pakistan War of 1947-48.

Poonch Link-Up - Valiant
and Persistent Operation

by Col Ajay Raina (Retd)

Poonch had no land access for a
year from November 1947 to
November 1948, and was entirely
maintained by air. The story of how
the land route was finally opened.

Summer of 48
5 - Defending Ladakh
by Col DH Parab (Retd)

A classic example of offensive defence
in Ladakh punctured the Pakistani
designs, as the Leh garrison kept the
Pakistani raiders at bay.

Zojila — The Toughest Battle

by Lt Gen Dushyant Singh (Retd)
The Indian Military Leadership brought
in the Stuart light tanks of 7 Cavalry to
break through the Zojila impasse — they

were the ‘game changers’ indeed, and
the Pakistanis fled

Advance to Kargil
70 - November 1948
by Lt Gen Ravin Khosla (Retd)

A bold offensive down the Dras and Shingo
River valleys by the 77 Parachute Brigade led
to the capture of Kargil, where the troops
linked up with the Leh Garrison.

Baptism by Fire
- Air Operations in 47-48
by Air Marshal SC Mukul (Retd)

The Indian Air Force played a critical role,
supply-dropping, strafing, bombing,
ferrying troops and evacuating refugees;
and fought its longest war lasting 438 days,
alongside the Army in J&K.

— Mehar to the Rescue

8] Reminiscences of a Braveheart
by Lt Gen Baljit Singh (Retd)

The name of Air Commodore Mehar
Singh, MVC, DSO evokes awe and
inspiration; his courageous daredevilry is
recalled in this article.
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Operation Polo
- The Hyderabad Annexation 8 5
by Lt Gen P R Kumar (Retd)
When Home Minister Patel called in
the Army to ensure Hyderabad’s
accession to India, the professional

Indian Army rolled up the Nizam’s
Forces without much resistance.

Grit, Guts and Resilience
- Tomy's Golden Globe Race
by Cmde Sanjay Tewari (Retd)
On 29 April 2023, Abhilash Tomy

quietly made history as he re-entered
the French port of Les Sable
d’Olonne on his rather battered
sailboat, from where he had left 236
days prior.

All About Home Loans
by Babu Krishnamoorthy

Owning a home is often a life-long
aspiration and also a big financial
decision; it would arguably be the

biggest loan in the borrowet's
portfolio.

Colon Cancer
- The Silent Killer ] U ﬁ
by Dr. Rennka David

This Q and A on colon cancer
highlights that it is one of the deadliest
digestive cancers in both men and
women.
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Heritage, History and
Military Music at OTA ]
by The Editor

The narration of historic events
at places with a heritage tag is
often depicted through ‘sound
and light’ shows. Officers
Training Academy (OTA),
Chennai has started such a
heritage based show.
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Lt Gen J S Sanchu, [Retd)

he Americans are deft
at introducing Jargon
onto the strategic

discourses platform, and
VUCA is a term being used to
define the global scene
presently — Volatile, Uncertain,
Complex, Ambiguous. About
75 years ago, the Indian sub-
continent passed through a
VUCA phase, consequent to
India’s Partition. Large scale
communal riots made the
situation volatile, millions of
citizens trudged across the
new national boundaries as
refugees to an uncertain
future, the mergers of hesitant
princely states made matters
complex and ambiguous too.

In the midst of the
VUCA nightmare of 1947-48,
the Indian Armed Forces
emerged as a stabilising force,
controlling the Partition riots
and violence, while
simultaneously tackling
recalcitrant princely states.
India’s biggest challenge was in
recovering and regaining
control in Jammu & Kashmir
(J&K), which acceded to India
on 26 October 1947, when

Pakistani marauders were looting and
plundering in Baramulla, a mere 55 kms from
Srinagar.

The Pakistani raiders were barbaric,
steeped in the medieval practice wherein

invaders indulged in rape and plunder. Women

faced the brunt, and hundreds of women in
J&K were raped, many were carted away to
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa from Mirpur, enroute
some were paraded naked in Jhelum City in
Pakistan, and several were sold to bidders.
And the world remained silent. We too have
brushed those memories away and moved on.
Sadly, instances of barbarism continue even
today. To quote an example, hundreds of
Nigerian schoolgirls were abducted by Boko
Haram a few years ago.

Barbaric actions are not limited to

conflict zones only, but also occur often where
feudal, orthodox, patriarchal power is wielded,

and we have seen reports of gang rape,
stripping naked and lynching from urban
centres too. Society needs to introspect.
The Indian Armed Forces emerged
victorious in the J&K Campaign in 1947-
48.What stood out was the phenomenal
boldness, offensive spirit, fortitude and
willingness to surmount extremely difficult
challenges. Our risk taking propensity gave
exceptional success, undoubtedly ‘Fortune
Favours the Brave.” The spirit of the 40

member Lehdett of 2 DOGRA, led by Prithi
Chand, Khushal Chand and Bhim Chand who

trudged across the avalanche prone and snow
walled Zojila in February 1948 to reach
beleaguered Leh epitomises that resilience of
the Indian soldier. The steely courage of Air
Commodore Mehar Singh who landed amidst
enemy fire often at the Poonch dirt airstrip,
and at the challenging high altitude Leh
airstrip is indeed remarkable.

The leadership of Generals Cariappa and

Thimayya, who moved light tanks to Zojila

was commendable — indicative of their strong

resolve and determination to overcome the
resistance. There were countless other valiant

warriors. The J&K State Forces also sacrificed
many young men, fighting the intruders in the
initial days, and alongside the Army thereafter.

There were hundreds of volunteers also, who
joined as Militia, including a large number of

women who formed a Women’s Militia in
Srinagar. Such volunteers were a major asset
in Ladakh, Nowshera, Jhangar, Poonch too.
We fully appreciate their contribution.

We have strung together accounts of
many sterling actions, largely sequentially
starting with Brigadier Rajinder Singh and
Magbool Sherwani’s attempts to stall the
invaders, followed by the critical Battle at
Shalateng where the tide turned. To give the
readers a holistic perspective, we have
described the events and operations in
Gilgit, Nowshera, Jhangar, Rajouri, Poonch,
Tithwal, Zojila, Kargil and Leh.

Besides the J&K operations, we have
included a commentary on Operation Polo,
the annexation of Hyderabad in September
1948. Through a beautifully penned essay
by Commodore Sanjay Tewari, we salute
Commander Abhilash Tomy’s stupendous
calibre as he won accolades in the Golden
Globe Race. An incredible feat indeed. In
our regular columns, Dr. Renuka David has
expounded on Colon Cancer in the
Wellness Page and our financial guide
discusses Home Loans in the Money
Matters column. We close with a look at our
Traditions of Heritage, history and Military
Music at OTA, Chennai.

In the next October 23 Issue, our
primary theme will include the Goa,
Daman and Diu Operations of
December 1961, and actions on the
Northern Borders in 1962, and later in
Nathula, Sumdorong Chu, Chumar and
other such face-offs with the Northern
adversary. We look forward to interesting
accounts of these historic battles and
events; the articles may be sent to
chiefeditor@medalsandribbons.com by
05 August 2023.

Finally, I am sure the readers will rate
this issue as “top-class” too, and we look
forward to your earnest feedback. The
Editorial Team thanks all the readers for
your valuable support and your positive
kudos, which has enabled us to record and
enhance the glory and pride of the Indian
Armed Forces.
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RAJINDER
LEADS

THE FIRST RESPONDERS

As the Kabailies attacked across the Jhelum,
and headed towards Srinagar, the Kashmir
State Forces were the first responders. Through
a series of Delaying Positions, Brigadier
Rajinder Singh, MVC and a small band of
Dogra soldiers played a crucial role as they
contested the advance of the enemy.

22 October 1947 was a beautiful day, quiet and peaceful in
Srinagar. The Festival of Dussehra was two days away, and
rehearsals were on for the parade and durbar on 24 October of
Mabharaja Hari Singh, the ruler of J&K State.

Not yet known, however, the border town of
Muzaffarabad was being put to the sword by a 6000-strong
horde of invaders who had been welcomed by the company of
J&K State Forces deployed to the West of the town to guard the
border. A deep conspiracy executed over the last few weeks had
used the religion card to subvert the minds of the Muslim
soldiers who made up that subunit of the illustrious 4 Jammu
and Kashmir (J&K) Infantry. The news of invasion and plunder
at Muzaffarabad was personally conveyed by Licutenant
Colonel Narain Singh, the Commanding Officer (CO) on the
wireless to Captain Nasib Singh at the Headquarters (HQ) in
Srinagar. About an hour later, the CO shared the details about
the attack on the battalion HQ and Officers’ Mess, stating that
they had not been able to take out weapons from the armoury.

The senior officers at the HQ in Srinagar went into
firefighting mode. Information was scanty and incomplete since
the sender himself had hardly any time to react. In the
afternoon, the final message came from Domel (near
Muzaffarabad) informing that the CO had moved towards the

(08 | MEDALS & RIBBONS Jul. - Sep. 2023



H TRIBUTE

barracks, and the unit HQ had been
surrounded. The last line of the message
read, “T am going to destroy my (radio) set.” That
was the last communiqué from the CO of
the 4 J&K Infantry.

At Srinagar, the Maharaja summoned
his Chief of Staff, Brigadier Rajinder
Singh. Brigadier Rajinder Singh’s driver was
Sepoy Waryam Singh, who happened to be
his natural cousin too. Brigadier Rajinder
Singh had lost his father very early in life,
and had been brought up by Lieutenant
Colonel Govind Singh, Waryam’s father.
On his return from the meeting, the Chief
of Staff shared the conversation he had
with the Maharaja inside the palace.

Before sending for his Chief of Staff,
the Maharaja had summoned Brigadier
Faqir Singh, the Commander of Kashmir
Brigade. Brigadier Faqir Singh, however,
had humbly expressed his inability to
handle the crisis and had recommended
that the Maharaja task Brigadier Rajinder
Singh, who in Brigadier Faqir Singh’s view,
was the most competent man for the
moment. For the Maharaja, such a step
would have been difficult to take. The
protocol and chain of command
demanded that Brigadier Faqir Singh be
tasked first.

Possibly to obviate such an issue, the
Maharaja received Rajinder Singh in
combat uniform, wearing his full battle
regalia. After briefing the Chief of Staff
about the negotiations that needed to be
opened with Delhi, the Maharaja expressed
his desire to go to the front to lead his men
personally. Rajinder Singh responded by
volunteering to go himself, letting the
Maharaja tackle the powers at Delhi.

There were not enough troops
available at Srinagar at that time. The
cantonment mustered up a force of about
one hundred soldiers from different units
and the officers’ training school. The
column left Srinagar at 1830 hours and

slowly made its way to Baramulla
through heavy, incessant rain, reaching
Uriaround midnight.

Besides Brigadier Rajinder Singh,
there were three more officers-Captains
Prithi Singh and Nasib Singh, as well as
Lieutenant Khazan Singh. The news of
the long convoy carrying marauders and
information of loot, rape and plunder
had already reached Uti by then. The
town was on tenterhooks, and the first
thing that the Chief of Staff did was to
reassure the locals before organising a
blocking position alongside Uri Nala.
On 23 October 1947, the column moved
at 0800 hours towards Garhi on the
Muzaffarabad Road leaving a weak
platoon at Uri.

About a km ahead of Hatian Bala,
huge flames and billowing dark smoke
caught the column’s attention. The
unfortunate village of Garhi, which lay
on cither side of the Jhelum River, had
been looted and set on fire. That also
meant that contact with the enemy was
now imminent. Brigadier Rajinder Singh

ordered the column to halt and
summoned Captain Prithi Singh and
Subedar Duni Chand for orders. He
wanted to take the enemy by surprise to
offset the numerical advantage that the
latter enjoyed. It was going to be a
battle, as proved later, between 6000
frenzied invaders being led by Pakistan
Army command elements and less than
100 Dogra soldiers under their Chief
of Staff.

The plan evolved around
occupying two localities, one on either
side of the road. Captain Prithi Chand
was tasked to move ahead to position
himself between the river and the road,
ie., towards the right of the road, while
Subedar Duni Chand was to occupy a
hillock to the left of the road. Both the
commanders were to have weak
platoons of about 20 men each.
Brigadier Rajinder Singh deployed his
party on the road, slightly to the rear.
Unfortunately, the terrain didn’t allow
visual contact among the three groups,
and only Brigadier Rajinder Singh’s

Danghters of Late Brigadier Rajinder Singh

MEDALS & RIBBONS Jul. - Sep. 2023
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Scala Approvimate

,_L‘f: ) -
To Poonch viatlafiair Pass

26 October 2 e

remainder platoon gave covering fire to
the assaulting section.

The enemy truck was captured,
driven a little, and then its tyres were
shot to immobilise it. The vehicle was
now stuck and stood in the middle of
the road. Captain Prithi Singh’s platoon
suffered about ten fatalities and two
wounded, including the Captain
himself. Eventually, the injured were
% evacuated, but they had done their job.
They had halted the Pakistani invasion
as the vehicle with burst tyres could not
be moved. The road now stood
== blocked, and the immobilised enemy

The delaying actions by Brigadier Rajinder Singh and bis team on the Barammlla - Muzaffarabad Road

group had a radio set. With no visual or
radio contact, it would be up to individual
platoon commanders to make best use of
whatever they had at their disposal.

Subedar Duni Chand was taking a
final round when Brigadier Rajinder Singh
climbed up the hill to see the locality for
himself. As they stood discussing the likely
development, they spotted several buses
and lorries moving up in a seemingly
unending line at a far distance. Soon, the
leading buses went out of view because of
the intervening curves on the road and
thick foliage. The number of buses and
lorries must have astonished him, but
Brigadier Rajinder Singh stayed calm and
having passed his directions to the men on
the hillock, he fell back to his position to
the rear.

On the other side of the road, in a
bold and daring action, Captain Prithi
Singh rushed up a dominating hill and let
off abarrage of fire as soon as the first few
Pakistani vehicles pulled up within range
of their weapons. The sudden volley of
bullets stunned the enemy. The Captain
ordered one section to rush forward and
capture the leading truck while the

41 | MEDALS & RIBBONS Jul. - Sep. 2023

vehicle column had to clear the block.

After a few minutes, Subedar Duni
Chand’s men spotted the enemy troops
climbing the higher slopes further to their left. Soon, the enemy on the
left of the road started bringing down heavy fire on the men who had no
protection on the hillock. Despite being heavily outnumbered, the
platoon fought on for the better part of the day before the last man and
last round was finished. The enemy had been delayed by one full day.

The Battle at Garhi finds no mention in most of the historical
accounts of that conflict. After a full-day delay at Muzaffarabad, both
due to the heroic action by Lieutenant Colonel Narain Singh’s group and
indulgence in looting and raping, a delay of another day at Garhi was to
prove crucial in the overall scheme of things. The battle stands out for
the gallant stand taken by a handful of Dogra soldiers against 6000 plus
frenzied Kabailies led and directed by Pakistani regulars. With a ratio of
100:1, the Battle of Garhi rightfully deserves a place of pride in the
annals of military history.

Close to sunset, the force started pulling back. Brigadier Rajinder
Singh took stock of the situation once they reached Uri. He was pleased
to find the men and the junior leaders in excellent shape and high morale
despite having suffered casualties. Uri was a township that had no
defence potential due to its domination by hills around it. After a
confirmatory reconnaissance, Rajinder Singh decided to deploy on the
home side of a steel bridge that lay towards the East of Uri. Such a
decision also meant that Uri had to be abandoned. There was a
significant panic among the local residents and refugees who, having
seen the State Forces moving ahead to meet the enemy, had initially felt
secure. Now that the place had to be evacuated, some chaos ensued.

The bridge, short of Uti, covered a gap that was impossible to cross
by any vehicle once the bridge had been blown up. Sepoy Barita Ram,
sent from Srinagar to deliver explosives to 4 J&K Infantry for the
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demolition of Domel bridge in case of a
contingency, had not been able to reach
Domel and was now part of Brigadier
Rajinder’s column. The explosives available
with him came in handy as the Chief of
Staff ordered his men to prepare the bridge
for demolition. Thereafter, the troops sat
waiting, allowing civilians to escape via that
bridge. The Pakistaniirregulars reached Uri
late in the evening and started plundering
the township.

Sometime during the night, Brigadier
Rajinder Singh briefed the Maharaja about
the situation from the nearest telephone at
Baramulla. After his conversation with the
Mabharaja, Rajinder Singh knew he had to
make do with whatever resources were
available with him. Luckily, one platoon of
infantry, one section of Medium Machine
Guns (MMGs) and one section of 3-inch
Mortars arrived as reinforcements under
Captain Jwala Singh during the night of
23/24 October. Captain Jwala Singh also
brought with him a written order from
Maharaja Hari Singh, directing Brigadier
Rajinder Singh to hold Uri at all costs, even
if it meant fighting to the last man and the
last round. The reinforcements were no
doubt woefully inadequate, but there was
nothing more that could be done than to
prepare for a do-and-die battle.

The men worked at night to make
their defence as impregnable as possible,
and as the stars began to disappear from
the morning sky, the position had been
well-prepared. The last surviving refugees
too crossed the bridge just before firstlight.
Very soon, in the early hours of 24 October
1947, the enemy came hurtling along the
road. The demolition was set off, and the
bridge was destroyed. That development
must have dampened the spirits of the
invaders, but their desite to reach Srinagar
and lay hands on the Treasury of the
Maharaja urged them on. They launched a
frontal attack only to be mowed down by

the sweeping fire of the MMGs and
mortars.

The enemy resorted to outflanking
leaving Brigadier Rajinder Singh with no
alternative but to withdraw. Keeping the
force engaged frontally, a large portion
of the enemy crossed over to the North
Bank of the Jhelum River via a
footbridge to cross back behind the Uti
defences near Mahura via another
footbridge. Another enemy column,
with a similar aim in view, moved over
the hills around the left flank. Rajinder
was in a dilemma now. Even if he had
stuck to his defences at Uri, as ordered
by the Maharaja, he would not have been
able to stop the invaders from a free run
to Baramulla and later Srinagar. On the
other hand, once cut off from the rear,
his force stood no chance for too long.

Realising the gravity, Rajinder Singh
decided to withdraw to Mahura and fight
the next battle there. The first vehicle of
the withdrawing column reached
Mahura at about 2030 hours on 24
October 1947. Mistaking it for the
enemy lorry, the staff at the powerhouse
cut off the electric supply and the whole
of Srinagar was plunged into darkness.
At that moment, Dussehra celebrations
were on at Srinagar. Despite the threat
building up, the Maharaja didn’t want the
panic to set in. The customary holding
of the Durbar had just got over, and the
guests were moving in for dinner when
the lights went off. While the generator
was started to enable the dinner to be
served in the palace, many senior
functionaries realised that the enemy had
reached Mahura.

The enemy contacted Mahura on
the morning of 25 October 1947. When
several waves failed to dislodge the
determined band of a few brave men,
the enemy resorted to outflanking
manoeuvres. Brigadier Rajinder Singh

ordered Captains Jwala Singh and
Nasib Singh to destroy two footbridges
at Rampur and Buniyar. The same was
done, but the enemy was all over by
then. By midday, the enemy mounted
another attack on the Mahura defences,
and the little locality held on
tenaciously. Ultimately, while over 1000
invaders hammered at the defences, an
equal number moved over the hills in an
outflanking move towards Baramulla,
making the position untenable. By the
evening of 25 October 1947, the
‘outflanked’ problem was staring back
at Brigadier Rajinder Singh. Brigadier
Rajinder Singh ordered an evacuation
and falling back to the next position at
Rampur near Buniyar. There were a few
hours of daylight left, and he wanted to
use the same to site the next delaying
position. The move was executed
smoothly despite enemy interference.

At daybreak on 26 October 1947,
the slopes along the road looked as if
infested with tribal raiders. 3-inch
mortars and machine guns had a field
day, and the invaders bought numerous
casualties. Consequently, no assault
came in during the day, and the enemy
was kept at bay. However, fighting
patrols brought in the news about trees
being felled to create roadblocks in the
rear. Sensing trouble yet again,
Brigadier Rajinder Singh ordered his
men to prepare for withdrawal with
instructions to rush such obstacles and
take up a new position at Seri, close to
Baramulla.

The force started moving back
after midnight. As the convoy moved
ahead, the enemy was found holding
virtually every metre of the ridge that
dominated the road. The column was
interfered with continuously, and the
men inside the vehicles were getting hit
without any break. The column moved
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General KM Cariappa presenting the first Mabha Vir Chakra to Smt Ram Dei, widow of
Brigadier Rajinder Singh at Srinagar.

on, with the leading vehicle banging into
the obstructions at the first roadblock. At
the second roadblock, while attempting a
breakthrough, the driver of the leading
vehicle was hit and lost control. The
column came to a halt.

The second roadblock was more
extensive and was well-covered by fire.
Despite the darkness, the enemy was
bringing effective fire onto the obstacle.
Captain Jwala Singh got the first three
vehicles pushed aside and gave orders to
shift the loads and rush through. Brigadier
Rajinder Singh had been watching the
progress when Captain Jwala Singh
requested him to get back into the vehicle.
“Don’t worry; I am all right,” was the reply
from Rajinder Singh, who told Captain
Jwala Singh to hurry up and reach Seri at
the earliest. The situation was grim as the
enemy was sute to attack by firstlight. Jwala
Singh boarded the first functional vehicle
and began leading the vehicles through the
roadblock.

As the vehicles crossed the roadblock,
Captain Jwala Singh was hit in the foot. His
driver too, was shot. But they were able to
rush through the obstacle, escorting a
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couple of vehicles carrying mortars and
MMGs. They did reach the high ground
at Seri after rushing a couple of smaller
roadblocks enroute. Soon three more
vehicles arrived, and no other vehicle
was seen approaching after that. Most
soldiers inside the vehicles were either
dead or were injured.

At the second obstacle at a place
called Dewan Mandir, Brigadier
Rajinder Singh’s driver had also been
killed, and Rajinder had taken the wheel.
But he too was hit in his leg, rendering
him incapable of driving. Captain
Khazan Singh and a couple of surviving
men pulled him out and started carrying
him on the back. The going was very
slow, and firing from the hills was taking
its toll. Brigadier Rajinder Singh, realising the huge delay that would be
incurred while carrying him on foot, forcefully ordered them to leave
him and move on. He ordered them to leave him on the side of the road
and hand over his pistol to him. In doing so, he was simply making sure
that he, indeed, would be the last man with the last round, as desired by
his Maharaja. He was then left with his pistol under a culvert, and the rest
of the group melted into the broken ground along the river. That was the
last that was heard of the brave officer in the early hours of 27 October.
The Indian troops started landing at Srinagar airfield a few hours later.

[

Major General Goverdhan Singh Janmval,
AVSM (Retd), is the man who saw it all
and that too from very close quarters. He
holds the distinction of being the first and the
last General of the erstwhile |&>K State
Forces. An authority on the subject, he has
many seminars, speeches and ninch-
appreciated interviews to bis credit. While in
service, he had the privilege of serving as an
ADC 10 the then Sadr-e-Riyasat, Dr Karan ~ WMaj. Gen. Goverdhan
Singh, as also as the Military Secretary to the Singh Jamwal
President of India. Post-retirement, be was
the President of the Dharmarth and Mata
Vaishno Devi Trusts, a member of the J&K
Legislative Conncil and the President of the
J&K Exc-Servicemen 1League.
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MAQBOOL
SHERWANI

THE SHER OF BARAMULLA

As the Kabailies took over Muzaffarabad on
21/22 October 1947, many local volunteers
joined the State Forces to face the invaders.
These volunteers also included a number of
Kashmiri women, who formed a ‘Women
Militia". Magbool Sherwani led the volunteers
in Baramulla, his valour and example
is vividly remembered.

Magqbool Sherwani

Magbool Sherwani, a 19 year old youth, influenced the
history of the state of Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) in 1947,
displaying exemplary courage and presence of mind. His
leadership ensured that Pakistan’s nefarious designs of capturing
Srinagar Airport met with resistance in Baramulla and provided
valuable time for the Indian Army who arrived at Srinagar in the
nick of time and pushed back the Pakistani invaders.

The Partition and Operation Gulmarg

The Partition of India in 1947 led to the creation of
Pakistan as a separate nation for Muslims, resulting in
widespread violence and mass migration of people across the
newly-drawn borders. In the Kashmir region, the situation was
particularly volatile as the princely state had a Muslim majority
but was ruled by a Hindu King. Both India and Pakistan laid
claim to the region, and the British had shrewdly left it to the
ruler to decide which country to join. The Maharaja signed a
Standstill Agreement with the two new nations, buying more

= SRR e time to decide his State’s fate. The situation was volatile, with two
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political forces at the forefront in
Kashmir. The Muslim Conference batted
for Pakistan, whereas Sheikh Abdullah’s
National Conference had broken off from
the Muslim Conference and was not
inclined to join Pakistan. Interestingly,
Maharaja Hari Singh had booked Sheikh
Abdullah for sedition in 1946, and
Pandit Nehru had to intervene on behalf
of the Sheikh.

The Awaam in J&K was aware
of the post partition violence engulfing
the new nations, and apprehensions of
widespread violence took root in J&K.
The National Conference and other
volunteers joined hands to form a
Salamati Fauj’, a Peace Force’ wanting the
well-being of the Awaam.

The Pakistan military was not ready
to leave the State’s decision in the hands of
Maharaja Hari Singh. Masquerading as
raids by tribal invaders, the Pakistan Army
launched Operation Gulmarg, under the
leadership of Pakistani Army Officers, for
the capture of the Muslim predominant
state of J&K. Launched on the night of
21/22 October 1947 under the command
of Major General Akbar Khan,
Operation Gulmarg aimed to capture
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(Left) Hamla Awar Khabardaar: Women's Defence Corps in Kashmir (a 1947 photograph by Ram Chand Mebta)
(Right) Child soldiers of National Conference in Kashmir's Lal Chowk in 1947.

Srinagar, with the help of these
tribesmen. By 21 October 1947, about
20000 tribesmen crossed the bridges
over Rivers Jhelum and Neelum and
occupied the first major town of
Muzaffarabad. Maharaja Hari Singh,
the ruler of the princely state, was ill
prepared for the military onslaught and
his forces, deployed in penny packets,
were over run at many places. The
Pakistani raiders called Kabailies,
ruthlessly committed large scale
atrocities to include rape, loot and
murder of civilians. Those among the
locals who could not recite the
“Kalima”,were ruthlessly butchered.

il b et

Baramulla’s Three Days of Sorrow

The Kabailies captured Muzaffarabad and advanced towards Uri,
where Brigadier Rajinder Singh of the State Forces faced them.
Outnumbered, the State Forces delayed the raiders, but could not hold
them at bay. The Kabailies reached Baramulla on 24th October. The
invaders killed patients at St Joseph’s Hospital at Baramulla and burnt
down the building of the Hospital. Nuns at the hospital, were mercilessly
raped and killed by the Pakistanis. It is often quoted that, out of a total
population of 14000 in Baramulla, only 3000 citizens survived the
rapacious onslaught on the town — which lasted three days from 24th to
the 26th of October. The raiders engaged in plunder, the members of
Sikh and Hindu communities being special targets. Their properties were
looted, houses were burnt and their women folk were raped. Some elders
recall that the Jhelum River was tinged red with the blood of the
innocent. The atrocities perpetrated in the town of Baramulla have been
recounted by the survivors of the carnage and by Western
correspondents.

The fall of Srinagar looked imminent and Maharaja Hari Singh,
appealed to India for military assistance to fight the Pakistani invaders.
The request was considered by the Indian Defence Committee on 25
October 1947, which at that time was steeted by Lord Mountbatten.
Events swiftly unfolded, leading to the Accession of the State of J&K to
India on 26 October 1947, after the Instrument of Accession was signed.

Magbool Sherwani Comes Into Action
Magbool had joined National Conference in 1939 and in due course
of time, began to be recognized as a staunch National Conference
activist in Baramulla. Young and enthusiastic Sherwani came into
prominence when Mohammad Ali Jinnah came to Kashmir in May 1944.
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The rivalry between the Muslim and
National Conference came to fore and the
National Conference activists disrupted
Jinnah’s rally. As Sherwani was a staunch
supporter of Sheikh Abdullah, he raised
the slogan:

“Sher-i- Kashmir ka kya Irshad?

(W hat does the Lion of Kashmirwant?)
Hindu, Muslim, Sikh Ithaad”.

(Lhe unity of Hindn, Muslim, and Sikh).

This episode symbolized Sherwani’s
brave persona as well as ideological
opposition to Jinnah. The news of this
disruption of the meeting splashed
all over India.

As the raiders advanced beyond
Muzaffarabad, Sheikh Abdullah called
upon the local populace to rise up in the
defence of their country. A National Militia
was formed and Sherwani, who was
described by his colleagues as of a happy-
go-lucky nature, played a vibrant role in the
National Militia. Among the 22 National
Conference volunteers who joined the
resistance forces, Sherwani was the most
vibrant and led a number of detachments
of militiamen who toured different areas
instilling confidence and unity among the
terror-stricken people of Kashmir. Being
an adventurer, he would ride village to
village on his motorbike and hold public
meetings and campaigns to unify
them and collectively take on the raiders,
thus, he came to be known as the
motorcycling militia man’.

Sherwani in fact intercepted the
raiders single handed on the road to
Srinagar. The Pakistani invaders, were
flummoxed to see a lone Kashmiri,
standing in their way. The Pakistani
invaders, asked Magbool to guide them to
Srinagar. Displaying astute presence of
mind, he told the invaders, that
the Indian Army was camping outside

Baramulla and that, a move towards
Srinagar would require a different route
to be adopted. The invaders, after
wandering on the wrong path, realised
that they had been fooled by Sherwani.

Many say, that had the Pakistani
invaders continued to follow the straight
road from Baramulla to Srinagar, the
outcome of the war, would have been
completely different. The raiders
returned and hunted for Sherwani,
finding him at Sumbal Bandipur,
approximately 35 kms from Baramulla.
To teach him a lesson for misguiding
them and to create horrors in the
minds of the people, he was crucified in
the central square of Baramulla. Even
when the blood was oozing out of the
wounds on his body, the tribals wrote
kafir on his shirt with his own blood.
Sherwani preferred death to the betrayal
of his country. The raiders offered
to set him free if he would shout the
slogan “Sheikh Abdullah Munrdabad”.
The raiders insisted that Magbool
shout ‘“Pakistan Zindabad”, however,
Maqgbool refused to cow down
in front of the barrels of the invaders. 14
bullets were pumped into the captured
hero of Baramulla by the raiders and
Magbool’s body was left nailed on a
wooden plank.

Sherwani's actions gave the Indian
Army time to mobilize and fly in
reinforcements to the area, while
triggering the Kashmiri youth to band
together and form the J&K Militia,
which also fought the invaders.
Today the J&K Militia, is known as the
Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry
Regiment (JAK LI). The Indian Army,
leveraging the buffer time provided
by Sherwani’s heroic actions, was
able to launch a counter-attack, and
after several days of heavy fighting, the
tribesmen were forced to retreat.

Magbool’s Legacy

Magbool Sherwani's bravery and
sacrifice during the 1947-48 operations
in the Kashmir region are an
inspiration. His actions saved Srinagar
from the rape and plunder of the
irregular tribesmen. Sherwani's
heroism is remembered in many ways,
including through a Memorial in
Baramulla and a gallantry award in his
name. The Balidan Stambh Monument
at the JAK LI Regimental Centre bears
the name of Magbool Sherwani. In his
memory, the Second Battalion of the
JAK LI was named as the “Sherwani
Paltan.”

The memorial of Janab Magbool
Sherwani, located in Old Baramulla
Town, was damaged during the
beginning of the Pakistan sponsored
insurgency in the valley, during the late
1980s. The Pakistani sponsored
terrorists, had set ablaze the memorial
in 1988. In a fitting tribute, the JAK LI
Regiment repaired the Memorial in
April 2021 and the Indian Army held
remembrance prayers, for the revered
martyr. The JAK LI Regimental Centre
has also established 2 Museum in the
name of the Sher of Baramulla, which
is frequently visited by the youth of
Kashmir.

The valour and heroism exhibited
by Janab Magbool Sherwani, stalled the
Pakistani advance towards Srinagar,
while permitting the Indian Army to
counter attack the Pakistani invaders in
1947-48. With time, his crucifixion
passed into popular lore, and gradually
became a legend in the valley for his
unflinching loyalty to the nation. The
tales of heroism and saga, by Janab
Magbool Sherwani, continue to inspire
generations of youth in Kashmir.

[ Lt Gen ]S Sandhu (Retd) Editor
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THE TIDE
TURNS

AT SHALATENG

On 01 November 2016, having just taken over
the Chinar Corps in Srinagar, | prepared for Shri
Manohar Parrikar, the then Raksha Mantri’s visit to
the Badgam Memorial on 03 November, where
Major Som Nath Sharma, PVC (posthumous) had
been killed in action 69 years earlier. My mind
raced back in time to the fast paced actions in the
last week of October 1947 and early November
1947, when the Indian Army landed in Srinagar
in the nick of time and routed the raiders of
Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) in the decisive Battle of
Shalateng. Located in the heart of modern day
Srinagar, along the banks of River Jhelum,
Shalateng was the site of one of the bloodiest
battles of the J&K operations in 1947-48.

The Saviours of Kashmir Arrive
The first troops to land on 27 October 1947 were the
Battalion Headquarters (HQ) and two companies of 1 SIKH
under Lieutenant Colonel Dewan Ranjit Rai, the Commanding
Officer (CO). C Company led by Captain Kamaljit Singh
immediately moved in civilian vehicles commandeered by the
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